HPD Plane mechanics meeting

Monday 27th November 2006

Present: Dave Clark, Dave Websdale, Gabriel Vidal

· Columns
· U channels. AC Precision has not yet sent the offer. We are in contact with them, they will produce the offer as soon as they can. Bill will bring 4 U channel lengths from CERN next week.
· 2 end rungs have been modified as discussed in the last meeting. They are at CERN now and will be tested this week. 
· Cooling plates.
· Mario was informed of the delay in the honey-comb order at RAL.

· Patch panels
· One“data side” prototype patch panel has been made. Its lay-out will be tested this week at CERN. 
· Trevor will check how much space we have between columns in order to accommodate the loop of the cables when the “data” patch panels are installed. 
· HV side. HV connectors have been taken to the “footprint” of the magnetic shield opening. That is above the cooling manifold.
· HV side. We have discussed the possibilities of  not removing the shielding doors on the HV end.
· HV connectors can be disconnected with the shield doors on and the HPD plane in its position. The rest of connectors cannot. 
· Dave mentioned the possibility of withdrawing the HPD plane by 30 cm and then disconnect all connectors.
· I (Gabriel) objected that is going to be very difficult to connect them back through an opening of 30 cm x 40 cm, through which we will have the bunch of cables and at least one cooling pipe. We need to stick at least an arm and a head through the hole to connect each connector in its plug. Maybe a mirror or a CCD with a monitor would help. In any case this operation has to be “prototyped”, even if it is with a cardboard door and patch panel.
· I proposed, that if we do not want to remove the doors we should not unplug the connectors from the HV end (except the HV connectors) and feed a length of cable into the shielding when withdrawing the HPD plane. For the upper HPD plane we would need to hold the bunch of cables so to prevent it to fall onto the quartz window.
· Trevor pointed out that we have never thought of unlatching the photon funnel with one door on. He will give it a though this week and give us at the next meeting an estimate of how feasible it is.
· Installation mechanism.

· Trevor will check this week the numbers that Rohan gave us on Thursday. The aim is to give Rohan the final numbers on Friday this week. Rohan will meet us at IC on Thursday this week.
